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On 23 June 2016, the United Kingdom voted to leave the European Union after 43 years of member-
ship. This paper looks into the political and institutional steps taken, or to be taken, both by the UK and 
by the EU in the context of the Brexit vote, and into how matters may evolve in the coming months and 
years. It analyses, in broad terms, the possibilities for a future association between the Union and its 
departing member and, finally, the consequences that the departure of a large Member State may entail 
for the rest of the policies of the Union and for the Union itself It analyses, in broad terms, the possibilities 
for a future relationship between the Union and its departing member and the consequences that the de-
parture of a large Member State may entail for the rest of the policies of the Union and for the Union 
itself. The study also briefly examines the potential for institutional progress that opens with the departure 
of the United Kingdom. 
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